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L. Clairns Nos..
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2. I:| Claims Nos.:
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3. |:| Claimns Nos.:
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Box No. I[II  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheef)

This Internaticnal Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See Supplemental Box.
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4. E No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims, it is covered by claims Nos: {9

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's pratest and, where applicable, the
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I:l The additionsl search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
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1. Lack of Unity of Invention
This [SA found 42 inventions in this application as follows:

—Group 1: Claims 1-9 are drawn to an invention featuring a surgical tool camprising an
electrical conductor, a thin coating of ferromagnetic material, and an alternating current
solrce,

—Group 2 (Claims 10-15), Group 3 (Claims 16-21), Group 4(Claims 22-23), Group 5: (Claims
24-b2, 57), Group 6(Claims b3-5b), Group 7(Claim 56), Group 8(Claims b8-64, 73), Group
9(Claims 65-72), Group 10(Claims 83-84), Group 11(Claims 85-97), Group 12(Claims 98-109),
Group 13(Claime 115-121), Group 14(Claims 122-123), Group 15(Claims 124-126), Group
16(Clains 137-144), Group 17{(Claims 145-152), Group 18 (Claim 153), Group 19( Claims 154
159), Group 20(Claims 190-192), Group 21( Claims 193-215), Group 22(Claims 216-229), Group
23( Claims 230-235), Group 24(Claims 236-241), Group 25(Claims 242-243), Group 26{ Claim
244), Group 27(Claims 245-248), Group 28(Claims 268-288), Group 29(Claims 289-283), Group
30(Claims 204-208), Group 31(Claims 209-310), Group 32(Claime 311-312), Group 33(Claims
319-345), Group 34( Claims 346-353), Group 35(Claims 366-371), Group 35{ Claim 372), Group
36( Claim 373), Group 37(Claims 375-392), Group 38(Claims 393-397), Group 39{ Claims 398-
408), Group 40(Claims 409-414), Group 41(Claim 415), Group 42( Clain 416-420),

The common technical feature among groups 1-42 is a surgical tool comprising an electrical
conductor having a ferromagnetic coating as a thermal element. However, this feature lacks
novelty and inventive step with respect to the document Dl{see col.2 line 18-ccl.3 line 27,
fig. 1), cited in this ISR. Thus, there is no technical relationship left over the prior
art among the claimed inventions, leaving the claims without a single general inventive
concept. Hence there is lack of unity, “posteriori.” (PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2).
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